Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 HONG K 06524 071112Z 
ACTION EA-09 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-01 
INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 
SS-15 USIA-06 AF-10 EUR-12 10-13 /100W 

071117Z 096063/14 

R 070749Z IUN 77 
FM AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0000 
INFO CINCPAC 
AMEMBASSY COLOMBO 
AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
USLO PEKING 
AMEMBASSY TAIPEI 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE HONG KONG 6524 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PGOV, SE, XO 

SUB J : CHINESE REACTION TO SEYCHELLES COUP 

1 . THE SEYCHELLES COUP HAS GENERATED DETAILED COVERAGE IN 
THE LOCAL PRO-PRC PRESS WITH COMMENTARIES HIGHLIGHTING 
FORMER PRESIDENT MANCHAM'S CHARGES OF SOVIET INVOLVEMENT. 
CHINESE CONCERN OVER SOVIET ADVANCES IN THE AREA IS 
EVIDENT IN A "TA RUNG PAO" COMMENTARY WHICH NOTES THE 
"SUPERPOWER CONTENTION" IN THE INDIAN OCEAN AND THE 
MILITARY IMPORTANCE OF THE SEYCHELLES AND COMOROS ISLANDS 
ASTRIDE THE OIL SHIPPING LANES. THE COMMENTARY ADDS 

THAT THE SOVIETS HAVE OPPOSED THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN 
INDIAN OCEAN ZONE OF PEACE AND WARNS OF POSSIBLE SOVIET 
ATTEMPTS TO "MEDDLE" IN THE IULY SRI LANKAN ELECTIONS. 

SINCE LIKE MANCHAM. PRIME MINISTER BAND ARAN AIKE HAS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 HONG K 06524 071112Z 

ALSO CALLED FOR A ZONE OF PEACE. 

2. COMMENT: PRC OFFICIALS IN HONG KONG REPEATEDLY 
HAVE EXPRESSED CONCERN TO US OVER SOVIET ACTIVITIES 
IN THE INDIAN OCEAN, AND THE SEYCHELLES COUP 
UNDOUBTEDLY WILL HEIGHTEN THAT CONCERN. IT WOULD BE 
USEFUL TO HAVE THE DEPARTMENT'S ASSESSMENT OF THE 
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DEGREE OF SOVIET INVOLVEMENT IN THE COUP. 

SULLIVAN 
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